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Volumelil OCTAVE OF TRINITY May, June, july, August, 1942 


Nilgrimage af Saints 


Through the night of doubt and sorrow 
Onward goes the pilgrim band, 
Singing songs of expectation, 
Marching to the promised land. 
Clear before us through the darkness 
Gleams and burns the guiding light; 
Brother clasps the hand of brother, 

Stepping fearless through the night. 


Onward, therefore, pilgrim brothers, 
Onward with the Cross our aid! 

Bear its shame, and fight its battle, 
Till we rest beneath its shade! 

Soon shall come the great awakening, 
Soon the rending of the tomb; 

Then the scattering of all shadows, 
And the end of toil and gloom. 


(Ingeman.) 
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Musings of an O Man 
I. 

(Sitting by the chapel door on the Mountain Side in conversation with a 
younger clergyman, the old clergyman said) : 

“sy -mz} OU HAVE repeatedly asked me to tell of past experiences 
ee | and as we meet here from time to time, I will try to give 
“«* you some glimpses from here and there, from now and 

Re oh then through a long iife; but first I will tell you a little 

wp! of God's work among our people and some beginnings. 
be = O2 } It is really strange now to sit here in the evening of one’s 

life and think back over the years coming and going as does “a 
dream”; but what a treasure has been bestowed upon us by God 
in giving to man the ability to recall the chain of experiences of 
the past. How helplessly poor would be the life oi man without 
this ability—But now my story for today: 

Tt was a bright and sunny day when on March 4, 1904, a clergy- 
man and his wife cot off the train at the railroad station at Brush, 
Colorado. They were folks in their thirtics—no longer cnildren. 
They seemed strangers, for no one was there to greet them; but 
they were not just strangers. There were friends there—very dea: 
and devoted friends too—only the neweemers had not sent word 
of the date of their coming. They did not seek any particular 
publicity and did not ask for any attention. They came to begin a 
work of relief for patients suffering from tuberculosis and thus to 
provide the external possidilities ior ihe founding of the Mother- 
house to be known in later years as the ‘“Eben-Ezer.” 

For some time this clergyman had ministered to the scattered 
Lutherans of Danish background living in ‘lis community. He 
knew these people and had found friends among them. Yes, in- 
deed, they were very generous in iheir kindness—a generosity 
which never can be forgotten. His promise to minisier to them 
was given with the reservation that he would do for them what he 
could in so far as it did not hinder his work for the benefit of the 
sick. For this reason he had asked for no definite remuneration 
for this service. They might give what they thouzht proper and 
this arrangement worked out very well. Sufficient was contributed 
to maintain the pastor and his wife without touching the funds 
being raised for the work of charity. A beautiful relationship of 

utual gcod will developed which has remained to the present day 
nearly forty years later—-modified only by the events of the pass- 
ing years: many who were there in the early days are no ‘ger 
there. Some passed into eternity; others went to other parts of 
the land to live. Even some of those who went are dead; but there 
are still those of the remaining few who maintain direct contact 
with the pastor and his wife who both are growing old. 

But, he continued, to make my story more connected, let me 
for a moment go back to some earlier events. Most of the early 
Lutheran settlers in the vicinity of Brush were of Danish back- 
ground and had moved here from some districts south of that 
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town. There they had lived for years away from any contact with 
the church. A number of their children were coming to years 
without even being baptized. Now they were at Brush. Others 
came from other places and the Lutheran community grew. The 
chureh in Denver heard of this new colony and their minister, the 
Rev. A. M. Nielsen, went to begin services there. It was in the 
middle of the nineties. He preached at Brush on several occasions, 
but there was no attempt made to organize a concregation. Nielsen 
was succeeded in Denver by the Rev. S. Johnson who continued 
the missionary trips to Brush and in his time a congregation was 
organized. Johnson remained in Denver only a couple of years 
when he exchanged calls with a sick pastor in Jewell, Iowa, the 
Rev. J. Mgller. The new pastor.was able to carry on the pasioral 
work in Denver. He also went to Brush, but for some reason or 
uther, he did not get along so well with the people. For some time 
no services were held there. 


Then in the early part of 1993, the congregation at Brush re- 
quested the Rev. J. Madsen, pastor of St. Peter’s Church, Potter, 
Nebraska, to serve it. He agreed to give them the first and third 
Sunday of each month remaining with them the week between. 
Those were, indeed, pioneer days (all services were held in the 
homes or in school houses), but the pastor still recalls with grati- 
tude many happy incidents from that time. Three homes were 
regular stopping places: There was Mr. Christ Fries’ cozy home on 
the hill. “Old country” dignity marked al] in that home, and there 
was “old country” dignity over both Mr. and Mrs. Fries. It always 
made an impression, and it always was a trest to sit down there in 
carefree conversation. To go to bed in Mrs. Fries’ guest chamber in 
“ee south gable \was quite an experience. Needless to mention the 
immeculate linen, the featherbeds and the pillows. It certainly was 
an enjoyment after a day of many calls both here and there. Years 
Jater this venerable couple went to Junction 
City, Oregon, to live with a son. Both are now 
lor. +s since dead, but their memory still lives on. ] 
There was the little home of Mr. Niels C. Chris- 
tensen close by the South Platte River. Several 
times the pastor came to the Snyder railroad 
station unexpected. He would then cross the 
river and before long he was in the Christen- 
sen home. It was a sod house, but when onee 
inside, one never thought of the sod house. 
There it was hard finished and cased like any 
other house. It did not have any needless com- 
fort; but to sit down in that little circle of de- 
voted friends was worth many a long walk. 
There were father, mother and three daughters. 
How v‘uany happy coonversations have - been 
carried on in that home while resting there for 


Niels Christensen 
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a while. The Kingdom of God and God’s ways with His people 
were items of deep and vital interest to those dwelling under that 
roof; but they, too, were pilgrims. That house has long since crum- 
bled. Its inhabitants went to Buffalo, Wyo., but they have long 
since gone to be with God. Once an opportunity was offered to 
visit their new home. Mrs. Christensen was then dead a short tim2 
before in 1927, but he was well and a year or so later he visited at 
Eben-Ezer, rejoicing in the blessing that had been granted to the 
place. A couple of years after he, too, was called away. 


And there was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Jensen. 
These friends were at that time about the only Lutherans living in 
the city of Brush. They had come from Vermillion, So. Dak., and 
were sincere, intelligent, and loving Christians. He had somewhat 
of a university education and had done sume teaching. During the 
pastor’s visits to this mission, he would always spend the last night 
with these friends in order to-be on time for the early morning 
train to Sidney, Nebr. Years later these friends went to Selma, 
Calif., but they, too, have long since passed on to be with Ged. Oh, 
yes, there are muie humes one weuld like to tell of for each fad 
some characteristic still preserved in ‘he memory, but time does 
not reach to begin. 

As already mentioned there was an organized congregation in 
March, 1904, but there was no place to wership and no re ular 
work had been done. For a short time two pastors had been there 
simultaneously (1902) but both left in a short time. They were the 
Rev. L. Jensen and the Rev. E. Honsen, both deceased long ago. 
Th Rev. J. Madsen served from the early part of 1903 but only 
with partial regularity. During the summer he was away fcr about 
ihree months soliciiing funds. Aiier moving to live there, some 
more regularity entered into the work and there was work enough. 
Many children had not been baptized and several were half grown. 

These lad to be instructed 

‘2d leter baptized into the 

fellews>ip of God’s peo- 

ple. The first confirma- 

tion class zansisted of a 

runber of high school stu- 

dents to be instructed fo 

confirmation and others for 

their barctism and all for 

their first participation in 

Holy Communion. These 

were days of humble be- 

ginnir_s, but don’t you 
know—such days can have 
their own peculiar beauty, 
The Morey School charm and joy —often 
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lacking in older, well established church work. The homes were 
smaller, and they were Jacking most of present-day conveniences; 
but there was the hospitality and generosity typical of pionee 
days, and there was a simple, genuine appreciation. 

The main services were held in the Morey school house, and 
here the first confirmation service was held--quite a memorable 
event. The school house had been decorate? for the occasion. An 
altar had been set up and all around was a multitude of green 
branches. A sort of reredos had been constructed of green and 
it all appeared most inviting. It was a fine group of young people 
who on that occasion either were baptized or renewed their bap- 
tismal vows and they have all become a credit to their Christian 
confessions. One of that group became in later years a medical 
missionary in Santalistan (Dr. Dagmar Petersen), one is dead, and 
the others ave scattered far and wide. Only a couple are left in this 
community. 

Before I forget it let me tell you of the pastor and his wife’s 
first Easter day in that mission. Naturally they had looked for- 
ward ‘o a good day and had made some preparation for its proper 
cbscrvance. The service was to be at its usual place, the Morey 
school house, four miles in the country. The day came and it poured 
down rain. There were no pavements in the city and improved 
roads were next to unknown. The yard was one lake and the 
streets were flooded. There were no telephones, and it was a 
question what to do. The pastor and his wife debated the advisa- 
bility of going out in such a weather. Finally the pastor said: It 
shall not be said of us that people came but the pastor lost cour- 
age. A few minutes later and they were on the way to the service. 
No one was there when they arrived and they waited a while. 
Then a lady and a young man came in. ‘That was the entire con- 
gregation for ihat day. ‘he lady was Mrs. Juhn Christensen now 
long since passed on. She saiu that she so desired to attend the 
service. When no one else was willing to drive for her, Fred of- 
fered to take her to the service. Her spiting the rain, mud, and 
slippery road to come to the service was expr.ssive of her char- 

ter. She proved to be a loval worshipper and constant inspira- 
tion in every effort to build God’s house in this spiritual wilder- 
ness. Thank God for such people. They often are the most retir- 
ing and unpretentious but their quiet influence endures--even 
long after their passing into eternity. Mrs. Christensen has passed 

n, but she is sull remembered with jgratitude. 

In those early- days nearly the entire Lutheran population was 
rural—a fact that has changed much with the years. Besides serv- 
ices in the Morey school, other schools were used fer services in 
order to get near to the people where they lived. A majority of 
the communion services were in the parsonage in the city. The work 
was scattered ond rather difficult, but the people got together 
around the Word and Sacraments and that was the main obiect. 
From time to time visiting pastors stopped and special services or 
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series of “mission” services were held. An incident from that time 
is still remembered. There were special services at the Morey 
school. The guest speaker had come from Staplehurst, Nebr. (Rev. 
P. Thisted). The services were well attended and some very direct 
and pointed truths were handed out. Being a very mixed group 
some took offense and decided to give it back to the speaker. He 
had come with the local pastor and believing that he again would 
go back with him a certain person or persons got the pastor’s 
horse and buggy out of the way so that it could not be found after 
the service. The speaker who was to be punished escaped as he 
had been invited to spend the night with some Christian neighbor 
(Mr. D. Danielsen). The local pastor, with his wife and some 
others in his party, were the sufferers. They had to walk the four 
miles back to town. Well, they were young and took it in good 
spirits. Next morning the horse and buggy were found tied by 
the barn docr and no more tricks of that sort were played on the 
pastor. He sooner gained than lost by the happening, and the sus- 
pected perpetrator in time became a friend of the pastor. Having 
lost an only son, he left the community to die in a far off siate 
and his wife has since passed away in Denmark where she went 
to live. How often one is reminded of the truth of the saying of 
Shakespeare: “The world is a stave and men and women merely 
players. They have their exits and their entrances.” 
But there was a general longing for a proper place of worship. 
In the fall of 1905 a site for a new church was donated by Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Fries, before mentioned in this sketch. Subscriptions 
were started and the work was begun. It was to be a brick struc- 
ture with timbered ceiling and leaded cathedral glass windows. It 
was a happy occasion when the cornerstone was laid for now there 
was to be a “real” Lutheran church in the community. The con- 
gregation was very fortunate in having good tradesmen in its 
iidst: cement men, carpenters, and brick-layers and all donated 
most of their services so much more was obtained than would 
utherwise have been possible with the amount of money available. 
The little church was for years the most churchly edifice in this 
vicinity. The plan, the timber construction, the windows, etc., 
were laid out by the pastor. Under mission conditions it is very 
necessary that the pastor can take a hand in these matters as he 
may be the only one in the place who knows how things should be 
in order to get the most {ur a little money. No student should be 
periitted to leave his seminary without a working knowledge of 
these practical matters, as it in many cases may depend on him 
whether his church becomes a mere “meeting-house” or 2 building 
whose entire arrangement makes it truly “a place of prayer.” The 
roof was barely on when Christmas came; but all wanted to cele- 
brate the birth of the Saviour in the new church. A temporary 
altar was set up. Temporary seats were fixed. A large transpar- 
ency representing the Nativity and with large lamps behind it 
was on the altar. It was all so new and it proved very inviting as 
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Old st. Church, Brush. Dedieated April 1906 


the First Vespers of Christmas was celebrated. The children took 
a prominent part and were over-joyed. 

By the end of March the new church was ready for dedication 
and April 1, 1906, had been set for the formal dedication of the new 
sanctuary. The District President, unable to be present, author- 
ized the Denver pastor, the Rev. J. Moller, to perform the dedi- 
cation. This he did with the dignity and decorum of which he was 
capable, wearing the eucharistic vestments which had come from 
Denmark. He was assisted by the Rev. Chr. Pedersen of St. Peter’s 
Church, Potter, Nebr., and the local pastor, J. Madsen. The service 
was all that could be wished for under the circt:mstances. The 
weather was delightful and it became a big day in the spiritual 
history of this Lutheran community. The Rev. J. Moller has long 
since passed away. He later became a patient at the Motherhouse. 

Then he assumed charge of 
St. Peter’s Church at Potter, 
Nebr., where he died and was 
buried. His remains resied 
there for many years till his 
widow went to live at Blair, 
Nebr., when took his 
bones along to be interred 
there. Rev. Chr. Pedersen, at 
that time at St. Peter’s Church, 
has long since returned to 
L > Denmark where he, for many 
years, s.ved as parish priest. 
i He is now retired. Only the 
then local minister still lives 
Interior Old St. Ansgar Church, Brush —retired from active service. 

Ever since 1904 the services were conducted with the dignity 
befitting a Lutheran service of worship. Definite’ emphasis has 
been given to the use and place of the Sacrements. A monthly 
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celebration of the Holy Eucharist was introduced from the begin- 
ning with as much cegularity as place and circumstances permitted. 
From the dedication of the church this became quite regular. The 
Eucharistic vestments were in constant use from the fall of 1904 
when a set was received as a gift from the late Directing Sister, 
Sophie Zarhimann, of the old Deaconess Motherhouse in Copen- 
hagen. She wrote ai that time that “it should be her contribution 
to the beautiful services to be held at the Motherhouse.” ‘Two 
nersons cannot be forgotten at this time. One was the organist, 
Miss Bertha Christensen. Amidst many difficulties she made her 
valuable contribution to the enrichment of the services in the 
sanctuary and after all these years she is still one of the willing 
workers. The other is the then chairman of the church council, 
Mr. Ole Rasmussen. He was a most faithful helper in bringing 
some order out of many varied elemenis. It was a real grief when 
he later moved his residence to Oregon where he still lives. Many 
a time, when daily prcblems vexed, i. proved a relief to spend a 
few hours in this good man’s home and its congenial atmosphere. 
Thank God for such people here and there. It was a joy in the 
spring of 1940 once more to sit down to a cup of coffee in his little 
home in Evgene, Oregon. Much had happened between his leaving 
Brush and the spring of 1940. His guod wife was not there any 
longer. His children were all in their ow») homes and he was get- 
ting old. But he is still being remembered as one of the fine in- 
fluences in the mission work in the south Platte Valley in Colorado. 
God grant him a peaceful eventide. 

As already mentioned, the parish work was undertaken with 
the understanding that the minister should have free hands to 
work for the establishment of the Motherhouse. This took him 
away from the mission from time to time—-for weeks and even for 
months. Once he did not return fur three months. He tried to care 
for the mission, however. During the summer of 1904 the parish 
work and the parochia: school was well iaken care of by Student 
Wm. Bondo to whose faithful service all came to feel much in- 
debted. A lady, Miss Cassias, a teacher from Denmark, took care 
of the parochial school duri:: s the summer of 1905. In the absence 
of the minister a sermon w ld then be read. Fine aid was ren- 
dered during the summer of 1906 by Student N. C. Carlsen, now 
for years our venerable president of Synod. The devoted spirit in 
which Student Carlsen entered into tae work both in the parish 
and no less at the institution is still remembered with gratitude by 
those of the early days. He had his quarters at the institution 
sleeping in a large tent-house together with the other faithful 
helpers, Brothers Andersen and Henriksen. Luxury was unknown 
in those days and the necessities were more or less uncertain. Still 
all had what was needed, and all contributed with readiness what 
they could to the common cause and things went forward. 

From the cempletion of the St. Ansgar Church in 1906 to the 
latter part of 1998 when the parish work became separated from 
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the work of the Eben-Ezer Motherhouse, the Sunday services alter- 
nated between the Church and the Motherhouse where various 
places always have served for temporary chapels till later on a 
certain place was set aside for worship. It had become more and 
more cumbersome for those at the institution to attend the regular 
services at the church two miles away as only few of the members 
oi that household were in those days confined to bed and most 
were anxious to go, almost all being Danes. The last year or so 
three vehicles made up the regular Sunday caravan going to 
church. They were two buggies and the large three-sea‘ed spring 
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wagon—all loaded to capacity. A happy fellowship marked those 
sirnple days and many pleasant memories are still cherished by 
those who were along. 

The first minister to be called to serve the St. Ansgar parish 
as a full time pastor was the Rev. John Lund who moved to Brush 
some time in 1908 from Hampton, Nebr. He did a good work and 
remained with the church till some time about 1918 or 19 when he 
accepted a call from the Tabor Lutheran Church in Salt Lake City. 
For some time two factions had developed in the Ansgar Church 
and not long after the departure of Mr. Lund the congregation 
separated in two. The new congregation taking the name of ‘the 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. The bitterness and strife so often 
attendant on church divisions were never in any particular evi- 
dence in this case. There was general agreement on the division 
and also as to the division of the property—eituer one section could 
retain the property by paying the other a certain sum. For a while 
the two organizations held services in the old church bui after a 
while the Bethiehem people constructed their own church in the 
immediate proximity to Brush. This church was dedicated on Aug. 
6th, 1922. For some time the St. Ansgar Church remained in use; 
but in 1924 the Ansgor congregation also erected its own building 
in the city of Brush abandoning at the same time the venerable 
historic name for the current First English Lutheran Church. This 
new building was dedicated on the 18th of January, 1925. The old 


First English Lutheran Church, dedierted January 18, 1925 
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church which was then torn down had been a little of an archi- 
ectural gem. This can not be said of any of the new buildings; 
but both are pleasant structures and have rendered the service 
expecied of them. Each congregation maintained from now on 
its own minister and each church has gone forward under the 
guidance of good and faithful men. This sketch of the developing 
mission provides, as it were, a background to the work of the 
Motherhouse which always has aimed at inaintaining a true spirit 
of understanding and neighborliness through the years with the 
various groups. 

“But I have talked long,” said the old clergyman, as he noted 
the deepening shadows on the mountain-side across the canyon. 
“it is time for you to go. In a few days we will meet again here 
. the chapel door and I will tell you more of God's goodness and 

merey.” The young man rose and soon disappeared in the deepen- 
ing shadows. 


Che Lutheran 

A short time ago a friend in the Missouri Synod sent us a copy . 

of The Lutheran Hymnal prepared and gotten out by the Synodical 
Conference. 

We desire to say a few words about it as it is another proof of 
an increasing listoric-liturgical consciousness. The Missouri Synod 
can not be spoken of as pe.ticularly “liturgically” interested, yet 
even there is a deepening interest in the historical heritages of the 
Church. A number of the pastors of that synod are amon the 
pioneers in the liturgical movement and even in the Seminary at 
St. Louis is an increasing number of students definitely identifying 
themselves with these interests. 

The work of these men is in all probability the reason and 
cause of certain additions to this new hymnal. The various litur- 
gical societies within the American Lutheran Church may seem- 
ingly not have accomplished outstanding things. Some may even 
think that the only thing these organizations have accomplished is 
the arousing of opposition and more or less bitter criticism. That 
they have caused criticism and also aroused an amoun: of opposi- 
tion is quite true; Lut this is only what is attendant upon any ef- 
fort to pave the way for anything the moment it apparen‘ly de- 
parts from the beaten path—be it along paths “missionary,” “de- 
votional,” “charitable,” “liturgical,” or otherwise. The one who 
scrupulously holds the “safe middle’—never in the front rank, nor 
in the tail is not the one who pioneers for anything but “playing 
safe.” Criticism and even opposition are by no means always un- 
desirable. They reveal that some persons are paying attention— 
are thinking over certain things—are beginning to “re-cxamine.” 
The matter of re-examination is the thing the pioneers desire to 
encourage. No one should be surprised when criticism has arisen 
in relation to the liturgical-devotional efforts. It is only natural, 
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for these have disturbed the lethargy of mind and mental platitudes 
which have no other reason than that of “habit.” There is no doubt 
but that certain “extremes” (while in themselves perfectly inno- 
eent and orthodox) have given rise to most of the opposition—an 
cpposition which has not always been entirely unfounded. It may 
really not have been unfriendly, and it may have served as a timely 
brake. There will be extravagances in any attempt of like nature 
and such should only be taken for what they are. The very criti- 
cism is an evidence that the liturgical groups have attracted some 
attention and have made some people pause to think. In “open- 
minded” persons this thinking will lead to “inquiry” and every 
serious inquiry will in the naiure of itself lead to a re-examination 
of the value of *he propositions criticized. Now, any re-examin- 
ation of the efforts of the various Lutheran liturgical groups may 
(and will) convince the open mind that many current practices of 
the Lutheran Church in general are neither liturgical, historical, 
nor Lutheran in origin. Such discoveries will pave the way for 
sympathetic attitudes towards a return to better days and better 
ways; and such a change of attitude is decidedly noticable in vari- 
ous ways—. If ihe offorts of the various liturgical groups have 
aided in creating an intelligent interest in the devotional life and 
worship of the sanctuary, such offorts have not been in vain. The 
new Lutheran Hyinnal of the Missouri Synod, referred to above, 
is a fine example. 

In it one finds, f. inst., two Orders for Morning Service: (a) 
The Service /fthout Cemmunicn (the Mass of the Catechumens). 
This “half-mass” is the plain service only too common in so many 
Lutheran churches. It has the ordinary Propers. The shortened 
General Prayer is a real improvement—especially the final peti- 
‘ion preceding the Lord’s Prayer. Two appropriate closing Collects 
precede the Benediction. So long as—and where it is necessary— 
to maintain a service of this chnracter, this arrangement is practi- 
cal. It makes no claim to being the Chief Service of the church. 
(b) The Eucharistic Service (the norme!’ morning service of the 
Christian Chureh) is one complete Order of Service from begin- 
ning to end. There is not the usual division into two parts. The 
General Prayer is essentially that of the Common Service, yet, with 
this most appropriate petition added: “Receive, O God, our bodies 
and souls and all our ‘talents, together wit» the offerings we bring 
before Thee, for Thou hast purchased us to be Thine own, that we 
may live unto Thee.’ Who does not here recognize the Offertory 
element and that of the Prayer of Humble Access? a definite re- 
sult of the liturgical efforts. 

Besides historic Propers for a greater number of Apostle’s and 
Evangelist’s Days even Propers for St. Mary Magdalene’s Day, as 
well as the feast day of The Holy Innocents, has been added. There 
are also antiphons and Versicles for the Commemoration of the 
dead. It is a decided gain that the proper Collects have been given 
for so many of these days as is the case. In the Proper Prefaces, 


149 
one has been added for Advent, another for Days of Apostles and 
Evangelists. In the Post Communion a Versicle has been inserted 
to be used as an alternative preceding the Collect. It reads: 

V.—"As often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup: 

R.—Ye do show forth the Loid’s death till He come.” An al- 
ternate Posi Communion Collect has been added. A number of 
hymns have been added suitable fer certain Apostle’s Days, ete. 

Each of these additions may seem comparatively insignificant, 
yet they have a definite significance in marking the trend back to 
historie usages of a former and better day. 

Both Matins and Vespers are given. In the Order of Matins it 
may be noted that provision is made for an occasional use of The 
Third Ecumenical Creed, The Athanasian, which is printed in full. 
With the distribution of Psalms over the thrity-one days of the 
month, ete., this Hyinnal makes provision for the daily use of 
Matins and Vespers as the Church's regular, historic mode of wor- 
ship—whether in church, in the family or individually, whether 
Sunday or weekday. That these constructive additions have been 
made are almost certainly one result of the efforts of the various 
liturgical groups within the Church; but their work is by no means 
con.cleted. There is yet much to be striven for: With all the good 
things in this interesting and fine book,. it still has but the bare 
necessities for a valid Eucharist. When shall the Lutheran Church 
in America restore the wonderful Canon of former days? Let us 
pray that before too long the Church may have what is properly 
its own: a Canon which truly expresses the worshipful communion, 
the true relationship between God and His child. Luther’s ideal 
was his Mass of 1523 which has all that can be desired. His Ger- 
man Mass o: a later day represents no ideal but the very minimum 
for a valid sacrament. An outstanding authority on liturgical mat- 
ters in the Lutheran Church once wrote about as follows to the 
writer of these lines: We must bear in mind that the Reformers 
were not particularly Liturgists and did not proclaim themselves 
to be such. They had other things to do and the changes they 
made were dictated by a present need rather than the result of a 
real devotional study. 

The Lutheran Hymnal is certainly a high class production and 
we recommend any one desirous of acquaintance with the best 
along these line to secure a copy. It is of special interest to some 
of us that it contains a number of hymns and tunes from the Dan- 
ish hymnal. 


Pron the Mountahr She 


Looking back over the summer of 1941 2nd this past winter, 
we have much to give thanks for—for heaith and strength of body 
and soul and no less for the ability to enjoy the Blessings of God, 

And the Rest Home was the scene of some happy gatherings 
during the summer. In the nature of things, no great crowds as- 
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semble there. It never was the intention to gather crowds there. 
If that was aimed at, the very purpose of the place would be de- 
feated. The greater number of those who come have a definite 
purpose in seeking this place: retirement, rest, and opportunity 
for quiet, undisturbed meditation and the daily worship. The stay 
may be just for a day; it may be for one or more weeks. 

One hundred and forty-five guests registered at “The Eben- 
Ezer-In-The-Pines” during the summer of 1941. Nine hundred and 
one meals and 305 refreshments were served. Morning Prayer was 
said in the Chapel at 9:00 and Evening Prayer at 4:30 also in the 
Chapel. Sext was said at the noon-day meal and at 8:30, or so, a 
short evening devotion was held in the common room of The Pil- 
grim’s Rest. All worship is based on the historic forms observed in 
the Christian Church through many centuries. The last evening 
devotion is at times the ancicnt Compline, at times mostly hymns, 
etc. They are all from the Common Service Books. At these devo- 
tions the Psalms are recited once a month together with consecu- 
tive reading of Holy Scripture. An old Lectionary, which covers 
all essential portions of the Scriptures, is followed. It has been in 
use by Eben-Ezer worshippers since Pentecost 1924—a period of 
eighteen years, and it still proves entirely satisfactory under cir- 
cumstances where daily regular private or public reading of Scrip- 
ture is practiced—and we think this custom should rather be en- 
couraged than slighted, as this Lectionary by its comprehensive- 
ness provides a fair connected view of and acquaintance with the 
Scriptures. Christian leaders should themselves read the Scripture 
for devotion and keep urging ali faithful Christians to do so in as 
much as they are able. With such whose worship is largely a Sun- 
duy affair—once or twice a week—-this manner of reading the 
Scriptures has little or no significance. There, some topical order 
of Scripture selections might be preferable. 

With hardly an exception the Holy Eucharist was celebrated 
every Sunday morning. We have kept no records of ihe commu- 
nicants but as a rule all guests were participants. Those coming 
from places where there is no Altar fellowship are not particularly 
invited to participate. The usual offerings in connection with the 
Eucharist were collected, amounting to $54.63. This sum has been 
applied as follows: 


Lutheran World Action .................. 5.00 
Lutheran Hour (Radio-Maier) ............ 5.00 


Total $54.63 
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As a rule the guests are mostly church workers. A number of 
deaconesses have sought the quietness of the place. It is the com- 
mon experience of church workers that they—-whatever may be 
their service—at times become very tired and need to go apart 
to be with themselves and with their God. If distances were not 
so great as to be almos: prohibitive, it would be very worth while 
to have occasional “quiet days” for withdrawal from all distraction. 
The sisters have come from the various Motherhouses at very dif- 
ferent times as arrangements for vacations could be made and 
these could often not be planned in advance. Outside of the com- 
mon gatherings each guest was thus left much to his (her) own 
musings and perhaps it was as well. One guest used these quiet 
days to prepare for teaching a portion of Scripture. Others read 
books or did other things. It was all a happy fellowship. 


A very nice indoor bathroom has been fitted up in Pilgrim’s 
Rest, and it should be mentioned in this connection that the larger 
sum required to meet this expense was contributed by a guest who 
has spent many summer vacations at “Kben-Ezer-In-The-Pines” 
and whom we hope to see with us again this season. 


There have been no specific charges made for the stay of the 
guesis, but the expense involved has been covered by gifts—some 
giving more, some less. 


All in all—the past summer was to us a season of quiet joy in 
the common worship and Christian fellowship. Some old friends 
have expressed their intention of returning again this summer and 
some new ones have informed us of their plans to be with us. The 
realization of all this will probably depend on the development of 
the times. There will, most likely, be less travel on account of the 

nany restrictions and the uncertainty of world—and national con- 
ditions. 


Last fall around Thanksgiving, Rev. and Mrs. Madsen spent 
several weeks in Chicago visiting friends and relatives. Rev. Mad- 
sen used part of the time to make some liturgical studies, but near- 
ly all the time was given to rest. They returned about the middle 
of December and have since remained at the Motherhouse. Rev. 
Madsen was confined to bed most of January and February and 
has only slowly regained his strength. This confined him largely 
to their apariment;-but he is now getting the little garden patch 
in order for the summer. The last days of April they made a trip 
to the Mountain Home for a few days to look after things. While 
there an unusual snowstorm came up, cutting off all communi- 
cation lines for some time—quite an experience. 


At the Annual Meeting last fall of the Rocky Mt. District of 
the American Lutheran Conference it was decided to have a short 
“retreat” in the course of the summer at the Eben-Ezer-In-The 
Pines. Plans for such a gathering have been considered; but as 
times are it may be a question whether such a gathering may be 
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advisable. Hestrictions, tires, the uncertainty of the times, the 
question of help, ete., are not especially encouraging. 

At present three Motherhouses are represented with us: Phil- 
adelphia, Chicago, and Brush. 

Some others have signified their intention of coming here; but 
in general not many are expected this summer. Even the stores in 
the village are hesitating in puttine“on extra help. They try to go 
along as best they can, awaiting development of things. But as it 
is, We have so far had some delightful times in this little company. 


NB:—Various causes have contributed to the delay in getting 
this number to our friends. We trust they will understand and 
have us excused. 


Sines” 
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(THE PILGRIM’S REST) 


‘iy 5 is NOT a Tourist Camp with 
& its attending stir and unrest. 
It is a RETREAT HOUSE 
= for religious quiet and 
such as come in this spirit 


ti is a RETREAT HOUSE 
for a day, a week, or a 
month for those seeking 
stillness, composure, re- 
newal. 

It is a PILGRIM’S REST 
for tose who—tired in the 
daily grind of life—seek a secluded place “to rest a while” at the 
feet of Jesus, there to listen to the Voice of God in Sacrament, 
Contemplation, and Prayer. 

We bid you welcome to Pause, to Meditate, and to Worship. 


May your rest here be refreshing and renewing to 
Body and Soul. 


No charge tor hospitality is made—DUT—an offering—-a gift— 
to aid in maintaining this wayside shrine and to cover the cost of 
your stay is expected by those in charge. (The cost to us for a 
uest is about ninety cents to one dollar a day.) 


UNA SANCTA 


is published bi-monthiy in the interest of liturgical devotional life and wor- 
ship. Editor: Rev, J. Madsen. aided by a number of men interested in the 
aims of the Una Sancta. Subscription rate 30 cents. Office of Publication: 
Box 2, Evergreen, Cvlorado. 


